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Already busy with visitors, our Higginson Park excavation on Sunday 30th July took a musical turn 

when 'soldiers' in WW1 uniform appeared and sang a marching song for our entertainment. The 

men had entertained at the WW1 commemorative event at the War Memorial on the Causeway, 

MAS was celebrating CBA Festival of Archaeology Day with a small trial-trench, uncovering further 

evidence of houses that formerly stood at the edge of the Causeway. 

Photograph and text by Pam Knight. 
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LOW GROUNDS, HARLEYFORD. MARLOW  

A REPORT BY COLIN BERKS 

 
 

The situation on this site has become very difficult and is taking up an enormous amount of 

time and effort. The site, owned by Harleyford Estates is about 2 miles south east of Marlow 

Town. MAS carried out investigations from 2001 until 2005 using, research, field walking, 

magnetometry, resistivity, contour survey and test trenches. These revealed 3 Barrows and 2 

mortuary enclosures, all on a ridge at the north west of the field. 

 

In 2001 MAS field walked the area of the Barrows, this was very successful producing some 

2500 verified finds, mainly worked and cracked flint. This enabled a plot to be produced 

indicating positions of particular activity. Recently the Environment Agency (EA) contractor 

did a field walk over the whole site but reported very few finds (we find this to be 

suspicious).   

 

In 2006 MAS excavated several large trenches over geophysical indications on the ridge. 

These trenches were largely disappointing revealing very little archaeology (one large post 

hole) but one trench at the west boundary was very different. It revealed a fire area and a 

regular arrangement of stake holes. From the fire area came burnt pot sherds and burnt 

hazelnuts, when C14 dated revealed 2400 BC (mid Neolithic). We couldn't understand why 

there was intact archaeology along the edge of the field whilst elsewhere it was very 

disturbed. The answer was provided by an elderly gentleman who wandered up saying that as 

a lad he had work in these fields. He explained that between the wars they had deep ploughed 

with the plough pulled between two steam engines, the plough being large it had to be lifted 

to reverse at the field edges, so the edges were not deep ploughed (lucky for us) 

 

In 2007 MAS excavated two trenches along the west field boundary; these revealed small 

channels, many finds of worked flint in particular scrapers, pits and more stake holes. 

Environmental samples from the pits revealed a white substance; when analysed by a 

university this was shown to be residue from tanning, also evidence for agriculture. This was 

all a remarkable experience as the alluvium was in clear layers which when peeled off 

revealed an intact Neolithic tannery more or less as it was some 4000 years ago. 

 

MAS did very well, 30 people on one occasion, the quality of the results were excellent 

resulting in the archaeological authorities stating that the site was very significant and in a 

report that “although a limited project, the results gathered by the Marlow Archaeological 

Photos taken over the years by Colin Berks and others 

Field walking 2001 
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Society at Low Grounds Farm are of major regional importance.” This sort of thing created 

considerable credibility for the society. 

 

In parallel with MAS investigations Oxford Archaeology [OA] carried out comprehensive 

investigations of the other areas. We worked in close liaison with OA who provided us with 

specialist services and considerable information regarding the archaeology. 

 

In about 2009 we became aware that the EA was proposing a 

Flood Alleviation scheme involving excavating a large lake 

on Low Grounds, this was granted planning in 2010. In 

anticipation we agreed with County a limited investigation to 

ascertain some detail of the 3 Barrows and crucially dates as 

there was uncertainty regarding sequence and cultural 

evolution. Some evidence indicating mid or late Neolithic 

but apparent configuration indicating Bronze Age. A WSI 

was agreed and County required Wycombe District Council 

to include a planning condition (17) requiring a nominated 

archaeologist being allowed access prior to any alleviation 

works. The EA project was to be in two parts cut area (lake) 

and fill area (Barrows), including dumping the lake 

excavation on the fill area to a depth of 0.5<2m making 

investigation difficult. The principle being “Preserve Insitu” the guidelines clearly state a 

requirement that first there is an archaeological investigation to ascertain what is being 

preserved and state of preservation. The implementation of planning condition 17 and the 

WSI – Written Statement of Investigation -  would have ensured compliance, unfortunately 

this didn’t happen.  

 

From 2010 to early 2017 we attended many meetings with County and EA but were given 

misleading information which caused confusion. In August 2016 EA issued a program which 

showed that MAS had to be complete by April 2017. For over a year EA kept stating that 

they had a landowner agreement which the landowner denied, then EA stated that they had 

power to force access which they subsequently admitted was incorrect. Nevertheless MAS 

applied to the Heritage Lottery Fund [HLF] for a grant in anticipation of the landowner 

agreement, however in January 2017 HLF said the application couldn't be processed without 

formal landowner agreement, professional and legal advice was also not to attempt access 

without landowner agreement. This was reinforced when EA contractor attempted access and 

 

2007 2007 

2007 
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were thrown off and threatened with trespass. EA suggested informally to MAS a direct 

contract but this didn’t include adequate time or funding and failed to comply with the 

planning condition or the WSI, therefore MAS had no alternative but to turn down the 

suggestion.  

    
In May 2017 the landowner informed us that EA had eventually entered into an agreement, in 

parallel the landowner signed a separate access agreement with ArcServ. MAS immediately 

started work to reapply to the HLF for grant and had to inform all that approval would take 

several weeks. EA stated that this was too long and banned access by MAS or ArcServ. This 

is a breach of guidelines and planning, for several months we have asked WDC what action 

they are taking but can get no response, we may have to call for an enquiry. At the end of 

May 2017 EA archaeological contractor Trent & Peak commenced the investigation of the 

cut area. There are formal inspections each Thursday and one representative from MAS and 

ArcServ are allowed to attend. Whilst we are not directly involved in the cut area it is 

important that we understand the overall picture as this has implications for our investigation 

of the fill area. The area of the cut investigation is some 18 acres (74176 sqm) and a trench of 

this size is bound to give problems. So far we are not impressed, we gain the impression that 

there was limited research and planning, many weeks were spent investigating mythical 

postholes which turned out to only be patches of mud. It seems the method is to machine strip 

most of the alluvium, then investigate any features showing. In our opinion this creates a 

problem in that previous investigations showed that the Neolithic horizon is part way into the 

alluvium, so only features below the alluvium are being revealed. This may not be critical in 

the lower areas as the alluvium has been disturbed by ploughing but the higher areas maybe 

different. So far revealed are human remains, ditches (said to be Bronze Age), burnt areas 

some with cremations, some with pots (one late Iron Age). 

 

The ditches are intriguing as the purpose is not clear. It has been suggested that MAS 

excavate small trenches outside the main area of cut excavation, to ascertain relationship to 

the terracing and possibly purpose. This is being considered, ArcServ landowner access 

approval is sufficient. There is a track, possibly ancient, along the west boundary and the 

features so far revealed seem to relate to its alignment. There is also the possibility of an east 

west track possibly the same as the one through Cookham. We are researching these tracks.  

 

It is being suggested that MAS carries out its investigation after EA complete the alleviation 

works, possibly spring 2018, County have agreed. A problem is that some 2000 cubm 

dumped on the Barrows will have to be first removed at considerable cost. Several months 

ago we submitted proposals for a minor change to the fill layout that would mitigate this 

problem but these have been ignored. The planning consent includes for the lake to extend 

into Stonyware field to the north but there is confusion as to if this will be done. The 

contractors say no, County say there is no archaeological agreement but WDC say there are 

no proposals to vary the consent. If this section is not part of the lake it means a lot less fill on 

the Barrows. EA at no point own any of the sites, the landowner has confirmed that after EA 

completion control reverts to them but we are concerned that EA may seek to obstruct our 

investigation. Peter Borrows is trying hard to get these matters clarified and resolved so that 

we may proceed and reapply for grant. 

 

Colin Berks MCIfA - ArcServ 
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CIRCLES, SQUARES AND MARMALADE  

Contributed by Peter Borrows 

 
If like me and Paddington Bear, you like marmalade, the name Alexander 
Keiller will mean something. But the same Alexander Keiller also had a 
passion for archaeology and showed especial interest in Avebury. This 
Neolithic monument has always been overshadowed by its more famous 
neighbour, but is significantly larger and the surrounding ditch and bank, 
although now much degraded were considerably more spectacular than 
those at Stonehenge.                                                                   
 

This relative neglect has recently been addressed in a project lead by 
Leicester and Southampton Universities. A geophysical survey inside the 
huge stone circle has revealed a square of hidden megaliths enclosing the 
central stone known as the Obelisk. This is a unique find that adds an 
important postscript to Keiller’s work that identified a previously 
unknown line of stones. The archaeologists are still puzzling over the 
purpose of the square, but think it may commemorate an ancestral home 
on the site. 
 
Source: BBC News website 
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From our Archives: by Pam Knight 
 

Roman Roadshow - Marlow Thursday 17th February 2005 
 
 

MAS members had great fun dressing up as Romans for the day and handing out Roman style 

food we produced, in support of the Roman Roadshow in Liston Hall, organised by 

Wycombe Museum. Children on half-term holidays had great fun making Roman jewellery 

and headgear, as did several of the adults! 

 

 
 

 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Pictured left to right: Sylvia Robinson, Louisa Knight, John Robinson, Betty Bell-Smith  

(Photo by courtesy Marlow Free Press). 
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The Sedgeford Historical and Archaeological Research Project (SHARP) is now in its 22nd 

year and this was my fifth year digging on the Norfolk site. To recap, the project is run by 

volunteers, some of them professional archaeologists, and is open for 6 weeks each 

summer. The project is investigating the history of the village with evidence, so far, from 

the Bronze Age through to the First World War.The workforce is a mix of students getting 

fieldwork experience, people like myself wanting to enlarge their experience, some 

getting their first taste of archaeology through the introductory course run on site each 

week and some, like the Dutch, as part of a separate research project. Most camp on site 

and generally, a good time is had by all. 

 

I have been involved with what is now regarded as an Anglo-Saxon grain processing site. 

This wasn’t at all clear when we started five years ago, but the emergence of four ovens, 

the confusing stratigraphy and the scarcity of finds is suggesting intermittent use, perhaps 

during the annual harvest. As well as the ovens, several clay floors have been discovered, 

a clay lined “pond” and the remains of a temporary building. There is a lot of evidence of 

burning, but whether this is accidental or deliberate is unclear.  One interesting piece of 

information that emerged from the environmental sampling was the only known example 

of rye malting. 

 

My role for the week was to investigate a ditch-like feature that may have been used to 

direct rainwater into the “pond” and to trowel clean the surface around daub deposits 

that indicate the possible presence of an oven. The site is in a valley, so it slopes both 

towards the centre and downhill. Coupled with the presumed periodic use, it produces 

complex surfaces, not all of them continuous across the site. Interpretation was only 

possible through daily recording and photography – the lesson I drew from the week! 

 

 

THE SEDGEFORD SAGA CONTINUED by PETER BORROWS 
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MARLOW MARLOW MARLOW MARLOW HERITAGE DAY HERITAGE DAY HERITAGE DAY HERITAGE DAY 9999THTHTHTH SEPTEMBER 2017 SEPTEMBER 2017 SEPTEMBER 2017 SEPTEMBER 2017....    

 
Our venue was New Court, located at the back of Liston Court, Marlow. This big 

house was gifted to the town; however it was sold by Red Kite to a developer!  

On Hertiage Day the  Marlow Society estimated  over 300 people came through 

the doors, so most will have seen the display and many took time to study it; 

altogether a successful event. We gained 2 new members and several expressed 

interest in the talks. 

 

Photos by Colin Berks 

THE HEIR PROJECTTHE HEIR PROJECTTHE HEIR PROJECTTHE HEIR PROJECT    
 

This project is an actual image archive includes more than 17,500 pictures dating 

from the 1870s to the recent past. It's can be found 
at: http://heir.arch.ox.ac.uk. Low resolution versions of our images can be freely 
downloaded there and no password is needed to do this. Anyone using our images 
should credit them to the Institute of Archaeology, University of Oxford. 

 

Anyone who would like to actively assist the project can help us via the 
HEIRtagger website at http://www.heirtagger.ox.ac.uk, where they can add 
keywords, send us more information via the "Discussion" section or rephotograph 
our sites. Passwords for this website are obtained via 
Zooniverse, http://www.zooniverse.org .   
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A VISIT TO THE WILTSHIRE MUSEUM, DEVIZES  

by Allan Wheeler & Joy Blake 

 
“Some of the best displays of archaeology in a local museum”. That was the verdict we 

bestowed upon the recently revamped displays at the Wiltshire Museum in Devizes that we 

visited in August 2017. 

The Wiltshire Museum, Library and Gallery were set up by the Wiltshire Archaeological & 

Natural History Society, founded in Devizes in 1853, and have owned and run it ever since. 

This followed the acquisition of the John Britton library of topographical and antiquarian 

books and manuscripts by a group of Wiltshire gentlemen. The Museum opened in 1874 and 

is housed in Grade II-listed Georgian and Victorian buildings. 

The Museum is now home to outstanding collections that trace the fascinating history of 

Wiltshire, its environment and its people from the Palaeolithic to recent history. It tells the 

story of the pioneers, such as William Cunnington (1754-1810) and Richard Colt Hoare 

(1758-1838) who created the science of archaeology in Wiltshire and contains items from 

some of the very first archaeological excavations at the World Heritage Sites of Avebury and 

Stonehenge.  

Around 500 Stonehenge-era objects are on display, including 30 pieces of gold treasure – the 

largest collection of early Bronze Age gold ever put on public display in 

England.  

Just three collection highlights (there are many others) include:   

A gold Bronze Age sun disc from Jug’s Grave, Monkton Farleigh near 

Bradford-on-Avon, found in 1947 during excavations by amateur 

archaeologist Guy Underwood. Roughly the size of a 2p coin, it is 

believed to date from c.2400BC.  Jug’s Grave is an oval bowl barrow 

and its excavation uncovered two skeletons in a cist, and four 

secondary inhumation burials. The disc was found with other artefacts 

including a pottery beaker, stone mace hammer and flint arrowheads. 

It may have been worn on clothing or a head-dress to represent the 

Sun.  

The ‘Stonehenge dagger’, a flint dagger dating to the early Bronze Age, c. 2400-2000BC. 

This is Phil Harding’s favourite artefact. The dagger is a masterpiece of flint-working and is 

similar in shape to those made of copper or bronze. These high quality flint daggers require 

just as much skill and expertise to make as metal daggers, and most likely would have had a 

wooden handle. The dagger was found 200 years ago in a barrow close to the Cursus and 

within sight of Stonehenge. It was discovered in the grave of a man lying on his side in a 

crouched position, perhaps as if asleep or in a foetal position ready for rebirth into a new life. 

At his feet were a distinctive pottery beaker and a hammer of polished hornstone (very fine-

grained volcanic ash) used for working metal. This burial was the earliest of three that were 

discovered; one was of a woman with a necklace made of amber and faience beads. 

Sun disc (Wiltshire Museum) 
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Bush Barrow Lozenge  

(sarsen56.wordpress.com) 

The ‘Bush Barrow Lozenge’.  Excavated by William Cunnington in 1808, the barrow was 

occupied by a chieftain who died in c.1950BC, and lies on top of a ridge looking down over 

Stonehenge. The chieftain was buried with the objects that symbolised his power and 

authority – an axe, ceremonial mace, gold sheet lozenge and two 

bronze daggers. The lozenge, which would have been mounted on a 

piece of wood, was found on his breastbone. One of the daggers has a 

pommel set with thousands of tiny gold studs, each the same thickness 

as a human hair and about 1mm long.  The wood of the dagger handle 

was covered with pine gum and a sharp bronze point used to make a 

hole into the wood, and a stud inserted. No magnifying glasses were 

available to Bronze Age craftspeople so this work may have been undertaken by children 

with acute eyesight. It is uncertain where the gold came from – possibly Cornwall, Ireland or 

Wales – but work has been done to narrow down the sources of Bronze Age gold in the last 

10 years or so, e.g. at Southampton University. 

Space doesn’t permit going into further detail but the Palaeo-, Meso- and Neolithic displays, 

together with those of the Iron Age, Romano-British, Saxon, Norman and late medieval 

periods are just as comprehensive. There are also items in each display area to actively 

engage children, not just to look at. Along with the museum in Salisbury, for an excellent 

overview of prehistoric Wiltshire, this is it. 

 

 

 

 

Proud to support Marlow Archaeology Society 

 
From alterations to existing homes and bespoke new builds 

 

Contact  Julian Galliven 707803 903 244  John Galliven 07803 903 285 
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Another car park, another King: 'Henry I's remains' 

The saga rambles on!!                     

To paraphrase Oscar Wilde, who wrote one of his most famous works while 
imprisoned in Reading Gaol: “To lose one king beneath a car park may be regarded 

as a misfortune; to lose two looks like carelessness.” 

Archaeologists have discovered what could be King Henry’s remains languishing 
beneath a Ministry of Justice car park on the site of Reading prison. A series of 
graves has been discovered by archaeologists using ground-penetrating radar (GPR), 
during an exploration of the site containing the ruins of Reading Abbey. They came 
across the graves, along with a number of other potentially significant archaeological 
finds, while scanning tarmacked land close to the Abbey’s High Altar. 

Archaeologists from Leicester University revealed they had found the bones of 
Richard III, beneath the Greyfriars car par in Reading. These were later confirmed by 
DNA testing to be those of the Plantagenet king. 

The graves beneath the car park at the former Reading Gaol where discovered as the 
result of an ambitious project to establish the full historic significance of the Abbey. 
Reading Abbey was founded by Henry I in 1121 and was always known to have been 
the final resting place of the King and his Queen Adeliza. However, there has long 
been speculation about the precise location of his remains, as a result of grave 
robbers raiding the area for the silver coffin the king was reportedly buried in. 

Archaeologists are hoping to begin digging the area beneath the car park this autumn 
as part of the Hidden Abbey project, which has been backed by the historian and 
screenwriter Philippa Langley, who instigated the search for Richard III. She has 
described Henry as “our forgotten king” and says Reading has “a fascinating and 
unique story to tell”. 

The Hidden Abbey project 

complements Reading’s Abbey 

Revealed Project, which last year 

won £1.77 million of Heritage 

Lottery funding towards the 

£3.1M conservation of the ruins 

and the reopening of the site for 

the public.Cllr Tony Page, 
Reading’s Deputy Leader, 
said: “With these tantalising 
initial results available, there 
is now much work to be done. 
This project has the potential 

to bring huge cultural, historical and economic benefits to the Abbey Quarter and the 
town as a whole and so as a group, we hope to keep the momentum going.” 

 
Thanks to Peter for bring this latest report to my attention - A S. 

 

The ruins of Reading Abbey, in the grounds of the former Reading Prison 

CREDIT: READING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
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Cairn 2 

A POSTCARD, 

with photographs, 

FROM PETER BORROWS IN GALLOWAY 

 

The sign simply said Cairnholy and pointed to a track up a hill. I had plenty 

of time to get to the Mull of Galloway, so a detour to what I presumed was a 

prehistoric site appeared an interesting diversion. And so it was! The track 

was steeper and more precipitous than I had expected, but when I reached 

the small car park, I was greeted with the sight of what I thought to be 

standing stones. These proved to mark the eastern end of a Neolithic barrow 

with two chambers, Cairn I. The first was open and accessed between two 

tall stones. The innermost second had been covered with a stone slab. In a 

forecourt in front of the stones was a recumbent stone that pointed east. 

This was significant, as explained to me by an American who was at the site 

and had studied it for several years. The stone and the barrow were aligned 

to the equinoctial sunrise and to both the east and the west there were 

stone cairns on this alignment that the American had discovered beneath 

the undergrowth. Remarkably, the shadow of the most southerly of the 

standing stones tracked along the recumbent stone from midday, or would 

have done when the monument was built. An unusual find in this cairn was 

part of a jadeite axe, that must have started life in the Alps. About 150 

metres to the north is a second cairn, Cairn 2, less well preserved having 

been robbed of some of its stone. Beaker pottery was discovered in both 

cairns, suggesting use beyond the Neolithic. There are several enigmatic 

features of the site which is well worth the detour if Neolithic monuments 

are your thing. I stayed for 2 hours! 

 
 

 
Cairn 2 

 
Cairn 1 
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   Vindolanda Report 2017 by Doug Courtney  
17 – 28 July 2017 

 

Day 1: Despite my meagre six years’ Vindolanda history, I was selected to dig with other 

volunteers of 12 and 15 years’ experience inside the south east quadrant of the existing 

visible 2nd Century stone fort structure. We were divided into 2 groups of six to tackle 

adjacent trenches, to dig through the floor layers of the 2nd Century Commander's house (?), 

down several feet below to the earlier Pre-Hadrianic fort (a wooden one) that lies below. The 

lesser experienced were assigned to the defensive ditch outside the eastern wall.  

 

Nine different forts 

were built over 400+ 

years of occupation, 

on top of each other 

in the same general 

area, but with 

different footprints.  
 
 
    

 Day 2: Hard top layer removed. We found very little in our trench, but the other team 

produced a possible birch-bark ink tablet, lance-head, glass bead, lead, leather, bronze stud, 

as well as the usual bone and pottery sherds. We found bone, pottery and a coin. The white 

dots in the picture are labels indicating vertical posts emerging from the lower level.   
Day 3: Properly into the anaerobic mud today – one 

person digging out cubes of slimy mud and the 

others processing it by hand for finds. The adjacent 

trench found a piece of armour, an iron file and the 

sole of a leather shoe, and a spectacular example of a 

cavalry harness junction loop made of copper alloy 

(see picture left) while we found only pot-sherds and 

bone. 

[As a distraction, Tony Robinson appeared on site to 

do some filming, but nowhere near where we were 

digging]. 
 

Day 4: We were advised that our trench was a 2
nd

 

century stable, probably with attached soldier’s quarters 

– the other team have the residential bit, and we have 

the horse’s area! I began the day hand-sifting the slimy 

contents of the stable floor (not very enjoyable!), and 

after lunch it was my turn to do the digging. Almost 

immediately I pulled out a wax writing tablet, and a 

second part followed soon after – this was to be my 

‘star-find’ of the week. There were no significant finds 

from our trench on the Friday (Day 5). 
 
 

 

 

 
 Our trench – Morning of Day one. Same trench-Friday morning (Day 5) 

 

 

My Wax tablet (not my hands) 
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Day 6: Due to heavy weekend rain, our below ground-level excavation areas were flooded 

and even after pumping were too wet to work. In the morning we were asked to brain-storm 

activities and exhibits for the new Wooden Underworld museum currently under 

construction. After lunch we were asked to remove the Severan Period stone fort wall 

dividing our excavation areas (see foreground photo 1 and photo 2 above). These walls had 

been previously excavated and documented. So we removed them to continue our downward 

excavation work for the rest of this week. 

 

Day 7: More heavy work today as we began lowering the area previously occupied by the 

wall down to the same level as the rest of the trench. A few finds today including a ballista 

bolt item that actually seemed to be too fancy for actual use and a nice piece of Samian ware 

(from next door). 
 
 

Day 8: Wednesday was close to a washout for us due 

to heavy rains overnight and during the morning, so, 

in the morning we attended a talk about the season’s 

progress. We did manage to get about a half day of 

work in. Because of the soggy work area, we tried to 

keep removing the higher layers and stayed out of 

the anaerobic layers (See picture, left). There were 

not too many items found – some bronze armour and 

some bone.   
 

Day 9: We were all on our knees trowelling the surface today to show the posts and any 

ditches. Several were revealed, and then the contents of a ditch were cleared, and soil samples 

collected for analysis. The level was then taken down further to what appeared to be the 

natural. The only interesting find today was the sole of a leather shoe. Meanwhile the 

adjacent trench had uncovered what was thought to be a workshop with much burning 

evidence and a multitude of exciting finds, including a leather pouch and a brass stud. See the 

Vindolanda website for further details to be revealed in due course! 

http://www.vindolanda.com/roman-vindolanda  It was an exciting day at Vindolanda. 
 

Day 10: Our Final Day – Our team were transferred to another trench as ours was again 

awash. Our task was to continue removing heavy solid clay to reveal the anaerobic layer, an 

exhausting and fruitless task as no finds at all emerged. Yet again the other team produced 

interesting artefacts: a wooden bottle stopper, a wooden bath clog and a medallion which 

would have been on a cavalry soldier's horse harness. It was by far the ‘blingiest’ thing found 

during the two weeks. (picture below). 
 

 

 
Pictures by Doug Courtney and Carey Benson. 
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WEALTHY ROMAN SETTLEMENT  

DISCOVERED BENEATH BRITAIN'S LONGEST ROAD 

By PETER CARVER  

The generally accepted chronology for the Roman settlement of Britain has changed little over time, 

based on a combination of Roman texts and archaeological investigation. Archaeology hasn't 

always supported the written texts but the central narrative about the different phases of settlement 

is largely unscathed. There are no established settlements north of the Humber before about 70AD. 

Indeed some question whether at that time there was any intention to go farther north.   However,  

evidence that is now emerging from Scotch Corner in North Yorkshire, currently being excavated 

by Northern Archaeological Associates, suggests a large settlement dating back to A.D. 60, almost 

one hundred miles north of other contemporaneous Roman settlements, predating by 10 years other 

settlements in the region such as York and Carlisle. 

 

Wealthy settlement 
 

What makes the find even more interesting is that it wasn't just any old settlement. Although the site 

was apparently only occupied for 20 – 30 years, the evidence suggests that the people who lived at 

Scotch Corner were rather wealthy. High-status imported items include the figure of a toga-clad 

actor carved from a block of amber, believed to 

have been made in Italy. Seemingly a similar 

find has been made at Pompeii, but according to 

Historic England nothing like this has previously 

been found in the UK. The archaeologists have 

also unearthed more than 1,400 clay fragments 

of moulds used for making gold, silver and 

copper coins, thus making the site the largest 

known and most northerly example of coin 

production ever found in Europe, the researchers 

said. Those findings suggest that the settlement 

might have served as a sophisticated industrial 

and administrative      centre, the archaeologists 

said. 

 

Roman or Roman influence?  

Historic England have suggested that the Romans “possibly began their territorial expansion into 

Northern England a decade earlier than was previously thought” (see 

http://www.livescience.com/58587-roman-settlement-discovered-beneath-england-road.html ). But 

we know from other sites that the presence of Roman culture is not synonymous with Roman 

presence. So is this Roman presence, or more Roman influence. Watch this space!   

Credit: Northern Archaeological Associates 
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Rise of Cataractonium 

But it was a short-lived glory. The settlement was occupied for just two to three decades.  Its demise 

seems to coincide with the rise of Catterick, a town south of Scotch Corner known by the Romans 

as Cataractonium. Finds at Catterick abounded. The archaeologists unearthed several well-

preserved leather shoes, along with large sheets of leather, perhaps used for producing clothes. The 

artifacts suggest that Cataractonium was an important leatherworking center that likely supported 

the Roman military, the archaeologists have said. 

 

 

Old roads: New roads

And, finally, there is the proximity to the modern A1. Scotch Corner is a well recognised location to 

those travelling along the east side of the country, and it may well be no coincidence. As the 

archaeologists put it “It is fascinating to discover that nearly 2,000 years ago the Romans were using 

the A1 route as a major road of strategic importance and using the very latest technological 

innovations from that period to construct the original road – the very same thing that Highways 

England is doing today.” 

 

Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4390630/Roman-settlement-Britain-s-

longest-road.html#ixzz4euwcpYEa  

http://www.livescience.com/58587-roman-settlement-discovered-beneath-england-road.html   
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Dates for your diary 
 

THURSDAY 12
 
OCTOBER 2017 at 8pm  (Main Hall, Liston Hall) 

Verulamium revealed: Recent geophysical surveys in the Roman town 
 

 

Kris Lockyear  Institute of Archaeology UCL (joint talk MAS/AiM) 

 

            THURSDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2017 at 8pm 

               The Vikings 

                Barbara Askew (joint talk AiM/MAS) 

 

Marlow Museum 

Court Garden Centre in Higginson Park. 

 Winter opening hours, from November to February, Sundays and New Year's Day 2 to 

4pm.  

 Summer opening hours, from March 1st to the end of October, Saturdays, Sundays and 

Bank Holidays 1pm to 5pm.  

 Please see the Marlow Museum website for the most up to date information on opening 

times and current displays - marlowmuseum.org.  

 

       THE MARLOW SOCIETY Talks  to  interest you :- 

Tues 31 Oct 2017    8.00pm in the Main Hall, Liston Hall Speaker Simon Wenham              

Subject Sculls, skiffs and Steamers: the history of Salters Steamers 

Mon 20 Nov 2017  8.00pm in the Garden Room, Liston Hall Speaker Andy Ford           

Subject Home Front 

                           £2.50 per member /£4.00 per non-member is made. 
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Taeppa’s Mound in the old churchyard, Taplow 

 cc-by-sa/2.0 –Stefan Czapski – geograph.org.uk/p/3814805 

From https://roundmoundsproject.wordpress.com 

 

Taeppa’s Mound (which, incidentally, gives Taplow it’s 

name), was excavated in 1883 by a local collector of 

antiquities, James Rutland. The contents of the barrow, 

now kept at the British Museum and shown in the 

sketch below, were for a long time the richest collection 

of Anglo-Saxon grave goods found anywhere in the 

country. Up until the incredible discoveries at Sutton 

Hoo in 1939, the Taplow burial was the only real-life 

example of the fabulous wealth described in Beowulf. 

Now, almost a century later, we know of a few more 

of these so-called “Princely Burials”. These burial 

mounds, the resting places of high-status individuals and local leaders dating to the 6th and 

7th centuries AD, give us a fascinating glimpse into the traditions of a society in the midst of 

major political and cultural change: after the decline of Roman Britain, on the cusp of the re-

adoption of Christianity and the development of new political structures which would, in 

time, lead to the formation of powerful kingdoms, and, ultimately, the emergence of a unified 

England. Perhaps to this list of important monuments, landmarks in the early development of 

the political structures of England, we can now add Montem Mound, in Slough…….       

            

The Leverhulme Trust funded Round Mounds ProjectThe Leverhulme Trust funded Round Mounds ProjectThe Leverhulme Trust funded Round Mounds ProjectThe Leverhulme Trust funded Round Mounds Project    
 

The project team lead by Jim Leary of Reading University are coring samples from supposed castle 

mounds around England in order to establish the age of the mound. Most date to a period after the 

Norman conquest but some date to other eras . 

 

One such is the 20ft high Montem Mound, a scheduled 

Ancient Monument in Slough, between an ice arena and 

a leisure centre. It is proven not be the remains of a 

medieval castle motte. Last December a team took 

borings of the mound from top to base and successfully 

located material for carbon dating; the charcoal and 

charred wheat grains gave a date of AD425-765. This is 

similar date to the barrow [Taeppa’s Mound]  at Taplow 

just a few miles away which was ,excavated  in 1883 and yielded such exceptional treasures.  It also 

makes the mound contemporary with the Anglo-Saxon ship burials at Sutton Hoo. So this reclassified 

mound may conceal a wealthy Angle-Saxon burial.                              Anne Spencer  

 

Sources:- Current Archaeology September 2017, October 2017,and for more information visit 

https://roundmoundsproject.wordpress.com/  

Montem Mound, Slough as it appears today. 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0) 
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Who’s Who – 

MARLOW ARCHAEOLOGY 

Trustees 2016/7 

 

 

Peter Borrows    Chairman      01628483895 

peterborrows@googlemail.com 

 

Tony Birkett       Vice Chairman 

 

Peter Carver      Treasurer 

carverfamily@btinternet.com 

 

Liz Peters           Membership Secretary     07957 136065 

mail@lizpeters.plus.com 

 

Sue Winter        Minutes Secretary 

 

Pam Knight         Publicity Coordinator 

 

Doug Courtney    Publicity Assistant 

 

Allan Wheeler    Visits Coordinator; Health and Safety. 

 

Joy Blake           Fieldwork Personnel Coordinator 

 

Colin Berks         Fieldwork Coordinator 

Ann Griffin 
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And finally from the Editor ------ 

 

 

 

Many thanks to those who have, so kindly, contributed to this edition of 

Times Past without their help I would be providing you all with Christmas 

present suggestions or menus for the festive season.!! 

 I hope that you have found something to interest you within these 

pages.  

Please do provide me with feed back.  

What would you like Times Past to cover?   

I do need your input. 

 

With future editions in mind put pen to paper or fingers to the keyboards - 

contributions and suggestions will be gratefully received. 

The next edition will hopefully come out in the Spring of 2018.I do keep a 

file for contributions for the next edition so you can email any time ! 

 

 

Anne Spencer:  Editor. 

 

01628 487790 

annerayspencer@googlemail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


